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A record breaking number of FFA members members, state Agricultural Education 

from throughout South Carolina convened staff and SC FFA staff. 

in Columbia on Wednesday, February As a part of the special day, the 

21, 2007, for the State FFA-sponsored first official State FFA Week Luncheon 

Legislators Appreciation Day at the State was held at Seawell’s Restaurant 

Capitol. They visited their respective in Columbia with hundreds of FFA 

members of the SC General Assembly members, advisors and supporters in =a 

and were introduced to the House of attendance. State FFA Officers Katie McCannon (left), 

Representatives while in session. State Representative and FFA Allen Wright, Lara Boyd, Amanda Hiott, 
The special day got under way Alumnus Robert E. Walker of Landrum, Ashton Bea Ex! TG IONE laa cesiel el 

cad x FFA Vice President Jennifer Himburg at State 

at 6:40 AM at the WIS-TV studios in Chairman of the House Education and Capitol. 

downtown Columbia where National Public Works Committee, presented State 

FFA Vice President Jennifer Himburg of FFA President Amanda Hiott with a 

Ariton, Alabama, was interviewed by News Proclamation signed by Governor Mark 

Anchor Hannah Horne. Following the TV Sanford which designated February 17-24, 

program, the SC FFA State Officers hosted 2007 as FFA Week in South Carolina. The 

a breakfast at the Capital City Club for Governor's Proclamation complimented 

Jennifer, National FFA official Jeff Papke, the FFA for encouraging its members to 

North Carolina State FFA Vice President discover and prepare for one of the more 

Christopher Bell and North Carolina FFA than 300 careers in the science, business 

Executive Secretary Jason Davis, Clemson or technology of agriculture. 


University Collegiate FFA officers and 


Continued on page 4 


Jennifer Himburg (left) welcomed to WIS-TV by News Anchor Hannah Horne 


Amanda Hiott receives Governor's 
Proclamation from State Representative 
Robert E. Walker. 


Amanda Hiott accepts Resolution from State 
Representative Marion Frye. 


State Representative and FFA Alumnus 
Marion Frye of Leesville, a Sub-committee 
Chairman of the House Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Committee, presented 
the State FFA President with a Concurrent 
Resolution of Recognition of the FFA 
sponsored by all of the members of the 
House of Representatives and concurred 
in by the State Senate. The Resolution 
recognized the outstanding leadership 
skills, impressive academic achievements 


Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh Weathers 


addressed the Luncheon. and superb supervised agricultural 
experience programs of FFA members in 
South Carolina. 

State Commissioner of Agriculture 
Hugh Weathers; Dr. Alan Sams, the new 
dean of the College of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Life Sciences at Clemson University; 
and Christopher Bell, vice president of 
the North Carolina FFA Association, also 
addressed the Luncheon. 

Jennifer Himburg presented the 


prestigious American FFA Degree to 


Dean of the College of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Life Sciences at Clemson University, 
Dr. Alan Sams, addressed the State FFA 
Luncheon 


North Carolina State FFA Vice President 
Christopher Bell addressed the SC FFA 
Luncheon. 


Janiary, February, March 2007. 
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Michael W. Burdette of Calhoun Falls, 
Jonathan Dorn of Calhoun Falls and Jacob 
Powers of Lexington. She also presented 
the Honorary American FFA Degree to 
Ben Stuckey of Chapin, a retired State 
Soil Scientist with the USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. Jennifer 
had presented the American FFA Degree to 
Pendleton FFA member Emily Waggoner 
at a ceremony on the Clemson University 
campus earlier in the week. 

Newberry County Career Center FFA 
President John Worthington and Advisor 
Charlotte Jennings were joined by the 
National FFA vice president, the State FFA 
officer team and Billy Keels, State Director 
of Agricultural Education with Clemson 
University, for a signing ceremony to 
charter their new FFA chapter. 

State FFA Officers Ashton Berry, Katie 
McCannon, Tyler Brown, Allen Wright 
and Lara Boyd joined Amanda Hiott as 
participants on the Luncheon program. 


Participants in the Newberry County Career Center FFA Chapter Charter Signing Ceremony: 
(Seated from lefi) State FFA President Amanda Hiott, Newberry County Career Center FFA 
President John Worthington and FFA Advisor Charlotte Jennings. (Standing from left) 
National FFA Vice President Jennifer Himburg , State FFA Vice President Lara Boyd, State FFA 
Vice President Katie McCannon, State FFA Secretary Ashton Berry, State FFA Vice President 
Tyler Brown, State FFA Vice President Allen Wright and State Director of Agricultural 
Education Billy Keels. 


National FFA Vice President Jennifer Himburg presented the American FFA Degree to 
FFA members Emily Waggoner and Jacob Powers during her visit to South Carolina. She 
also recognized Michael W. Burdette and Jonathan Dorn who received the award at the 
National FFA Convention in October. Josh O’Rear, an Aiken FFA Alumnus, also received 
the American FFA Degree at the National FFA Convention. @ 


Jacob Powers congratulated by Jennifer Himburg Josh O’Rear 


Ben Stuckey of Chapin, SC, recently 
retired State Soil Scientist with 

the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service headquartered 
in Columbia, SC, and an FFA 
Alumnus, was presented the 
prestigious Honorary American FFA 
Degree by Jennifer Himburg at the 
State FFA Week Luncheon. 

Mr. Stuckey provided superb 
technical assistance and leadership 
in the SC FFA Soil Judging and Land 
Treatment Career Development Event 
for many years and made a major 
contribution to the success of the 
exciting and challenging educational 
competition for FFA members. 


Ben Stuckey congratulated by Jennifer 
Himburg 


Emily Waggoner congratulated by 
Jennifer Himburg 


National FFA Vice Presiden 
Visits SC Chapters 


Jennifer Himburg, a National FFA Vice Career Center, Anderson, Crecent, Union, 
President from Ariton, Alabama, spent Newberry County Career Center, Lexington 
National FFA Week, February 17-24, Technology Center, Wagener-Salley, 
visiting South Carolina. Her visit included Lake Marion, Loris, Carolina Forest and 
stops at Clemson University where she Socastee. In addition to chapter visits, she 


a aes YO 3 
__ Dr. Tom Dobbins (lefi), Agricultural 
Education Program Coordinator at Clemson 


University: Jennifer Himburg, Dr, Dori Helms, met with Clemson University Provost participated in the SC FFA-sponsored State 
Clemson University Provost; and Wesley Dori Helms, Dr. Alan Sams, Dean of Legislators Appreciation Day in Columbia 
Porter, President, Clemson Collegiate FFA Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences, on Wednesday, February 21. 
LEME and Agricultural Education administrative Jennifer was accompanied by state 
staff and faculty. The Clemson University FFA officers, SC FFA Executive Secretary 
Collegiate FFA Organization hosted Keith Cox and Jeff Papke, Program 
a breakfast in Jennifer's honor at the Specialist, with the National FFA 
Madren Center on Monday, February 19. Organization. ~ 


Jennifer's visits to a local FFA 
chapters included the B.J. Skelton 


Jennifer Himburg was interviewed by 
: Anderson FFA member Cass McAlister for a 
; one hour show on Charter Cable TV channel 
_ ‘14 highlighting Agricultural Education and 
| ___‘the FFA. Representatives from FFA chapters in 
+ Anderson County along with County Council 
member Larry Greer and Ronny Townsend, 
Director of Business and Community 
Partnerships, SC Association of School 
Administrators, were also interviewed. 
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State FFA Vice President Lara Boyd (left), Marc Meddaugh, President of the Blythewood FFA 
Chapter; Allen Wright, State FFA Vice President; Katie McCannon, State FFA Vice President; State 
Representative William D. Witherspoon, Chairman of the House Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee; Christopher Bell, State Vice President, North Carolina FFA Association; National FFA 
Vice President Jennifer Himburg; Tyler Brown, State FFA Vice President; Amanda Hiott, State FFA 
President; and Ashton Berry, State FFA Secretary. 


Jennifer Himburg addresses State FFA Vice President 


= 5 
Newberry Career Center FFA Lara Boyd (160), with 
members. Lake Marion FFA members 


15 . Jennifer Ulmer, Jessica Miller, 
. a Breanna Marshall, Damaris 
Lambright, Shoquana 
Ravenell, Brittany Middleton; 
National FFA Vice President 
Jennifer Himburg; other Lake 
Marion FFA members Jalira 
Pringle, Indiah Rainey and 
Lakeisha Hunt; State FFA Vice 
5 President Allen Wright; and 

a §=—_ James Ulmer, Lake Marion 
High School. FFA Advisor. 
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Gilbert FFA Floriculture Team 
Headed to National Finals 
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The Gilbert High School FFA Floriculture finals in October. Ryan Leech 
Team took first place honors in the state tied for the second high 
finals held at Spartanburg Community individual scorer in the state 
College in March. competition. 
Team members Samantha Mack, Alec The Lexington Technology 
Bruner, Amanda Helm and Ryan Leech Center team was recognized as 
along with Horticulture Instructor and Runner-Up in the state finals. 
FFA Advisor Ann Holstein were awarded The Thurmond Technology Center Team coach Ann Holstein (left) with team 
expense-paid trips to the National FFA team came in third in the state finals. members Samantha Mack, Alec Bruner, 


Convention to compete in the national Amanda Helm and Ryan Leech. 
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Lexington FFA Nursery-Landscape Team 
to Compete in National Finals 


The Lexington Technology Center FFA 
Nursery-Landscape Team took first 

place honors in the state finals held at 
Spartanburg Community College in March. 

Team members Will Amick, Emily 
Ivy, Hannah Hammond and Justin Ballew 
along with FFA Advisor Tommy Harmon 
were awarded expense-paid trips to the 
National FFA Convention Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in October to compete in the 
national finals. Justin Ballew was the high 
individual scorer. 

Stephanie Moore, a senior at Clemson 
University majoring in Agricultural 
Education who did practice teaching at the 
Technology Center under the supervision of 
Mr. Harmon, assisted in coaching the team. 


Rank Clemson University Senior Stephanie Moore (left) and Team members Hannah Hammond, 
The Anderson District | & Il c : Hess ac 
ustin Ballew, Will Amick and Emily Ivey with Team Coach Tommy Harmon. 
Technology Center team was state Runner ioe “ 
a a L 


Up and the Anderson team placed third. 


Holbrook Recieves State Award 


Flint Holbrook, a sophomore at Clover the State FFA Center in White Lake, NC, 

High School and vice president of the last summer. He also represented the 

FFA chapter, was named recipient of the SC Cooperative Council at the National 

Outstanding Youth Award by the South Institute for Cooperative Education held at 

Carolina Cooperative Council for 2007. Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania ; 

The award was presented by Marie Stiles, in 2006. es 

executive director of the Council. His FFA advisor is Carrie C. Bolin, egress Ce 
Holbrook represented South Agricultural Education Instructor at Clover Holbrook: His FFA 

Carolina at the Regional Cooperative High School. advisor, Carrie C. 

Youth Leadership Conference held at Bolin, is at right. 
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- Henderson 
Address Sports 
Turf Managers 


David Brooks, Agricultural Education 
Teacher at Hillcrest High School, 
Simpsonville, and Dan Henderson, 
Agricultural Education Teacher at the 
Strom Thurmond Technology Center, 
Johnston, were the featured speakers 

at the annual conference of the 

South Carolina Sports Turf Managers 
Association in Columbia. David Brooks is 
president-elect of the organization. 


Dan Henderson (left) with David Brooks 
and Clark Cox, Sports Turf Manager, USC, 
Columbia. 
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| Bland Named Outstanding 


Conservation Educator in SC 


Hugh Bland, Agricultural Education 
Teacher at the Strom Thurmond Tech- 
nology Center in Johnston, SC, was named 
the Outstanding Conservation Educator 
in South Carolina by the SC Association 
of Conservation Districts at a special 
ceremony at the Kingston Plantation in 
Myrtle Beach, January 5, 2007. 

The award is designed to recognize 
teachers who go beyond the call of 
duty to instill in their students an 
understanding and appreciation of 
the wise use and management of 
natural resources. Mr. Bland has 
coached more than 30 teams to win 
state championship titles including the 
SC Envirothon, Forestry, Agronomy, 
Horticulture and Landscape-Nursery 
Career Development Events and compete 
in national finals. He has assisted in 
producing a number of Regional and 
State FFA Star Farmers or FFA Stars 
in Agribusiness during his career. His 
students consistently receive college 
scholarships for their superb academic 


Barnwell Coun 
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Hugh Bland addresses conservationists 
fter being named the Outstanding 
Conservation Educator in South Carolina. 
Looking on is Von PR Snelgrove, Director 
of Conservation Districts with the SC 
Department of Natural Resources. 


achievement in agricultural education 
and natural resources science. 

Mr. Bland was nominated for this 
prestigious conservation education 
award by the Edgefield Conservation 
District Commissioners. 
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FFA Members 


Attend National Stock Show 


Thirteen Barnwell County FFA members, 
three chaperones and FFA Advisor 
Mindy Sandifer, Agricultural Science 
Teacher at the Barnwell County Career 
Center, attended the National Western 
Stock Show in Denver, Colorado, 
January 10-15, 2007. They flew out 
of the Columbia Metropolitan Airport 
through Dallas, Texas. 

The group observed many of the 
attractions at the Stock Show including a 
Pro-Rodeo, a Hunter-Jumper Horse Show, 


Barnwell County FFA members visited 
Breckenrigde, Colorado, during their trip 

to the National Western Stock Show. 
(Kneeling) FFA Advisor Mindy Sandifer and 
Kayla Nix. (Standing from left) Drew Clark, 
Dustin Beasley, Jewel Wrighton, Amber 
Gunnells, Cassie Simmons, Ashley Shealy, 
Jonathan Gray, Nick Still, Jenna Carver, 
Johnny Gray, Lynn Cook, Devan Davis, Todd 
Cook, and Jonathan Myers. 


the Angus Foundation Heifer Show, 
numerous other cattle shows and visited 
the three level trade show. The National 
Western Stock Show is the largest in the 
world with more than 700,000 visitors 
and 18,000 animal entries. 

In addition to the Stock Show, the 
group visited the popular snow-skiing 
town of Breckenridge where they tried 
snowboarding and skiing. They also 
observed the Ulirfest Parade. 

As a part of the trip, the group 
visited the Denver Broncos Stadium 
and Hall of Fame where the students 
were introduced to a variety of career 
opportunities. 

“In spite of snow and ice delays, 
the trip proved to be a superb 
agricultural education experience with 


memories that will last a lifetime,” Mrs. 


Sandifer said. ~ 
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Thirty one young ladies from throughout 
South Carolina competed in the MISS FFA 
BENEFIT PAGEANT hosted by the Crescent 
High School FFA Chapter to raise funds for 
breast cancer research. 

Cameron Burns, president of the 
Pendleton FFA Chapter, was named 
winner of the MISS FFA Pageant. Barnwell 
FFA member Kayla Jo Nix was named 
Runner-Up and Jane Snead, a member of 
the Belton-Honea Path FFA Chapter, was 
named Second Runner-Up. Hillcrest FFA 
member Savannah Groce was named Miss 
Congeniality and Heather Hawkins, a 


An over-flow crowd of Fort Mill High 
School FFA alumni and guests gathered 
on January 30, 2007, to honor retired 
Agricultural Educator and School 
Administrator Harold M. McCallum. The 
event consisted of a dinner at a prominent 
restaurant in Fort Mill, a time of reflection 
by Mr. McCallum’s former students, a 
response from Mr. McCallum and an 
Opportunity to contribute to the Harold 
and Phoebe McCallum Scholarship Fund. 
The scholarship program is administered 
by the Foundation for Fort Mill Schools. 

Mr. McCallum was joined by his wife, 
Mrs. Phoebe Barton McCallum and their 
daughter, Mrs. Frances Kritzer, who traveled 
from her home in Waukesha, Wisconsin, to 
attend the annual celebration. 

The event was presided over by 
Murray White, an FFA alumnus who 


Jane Snead (left), Savannah Groce, Cameron Burns, Jolie Brown and Kayla Jo Nix 


member of the Crescent FFA, was named 
the Signature Princess for raising the 
most funds through the signature support 
competition. Crescent FFA member 
Stephanie Cocchia was awarded a $500 
scholarship by Crescent Young Farmer- 
Agribusiness Chapter President Jeremy 
Holtzclaw for being the highest placing 
participant in the pageant from Crescent 
High School. Jolie Brown, the 2006 Miss 
FFA winner and member of the Anderson 
FFA Chapter, crowned the pageant 
winners. 


The pageant was held in honor of 
Mrs. Jennifer Christenbury, a breast cancer 
survivor, who lives in Iva, SC, with her 
husband, Mike, and their three children. 
Mrs. Christenbury, a teacher at Iva 
Elementary School and an active member 
of the First Baptist Church of Iva, has 
never stopped fighting this terrible disease 
from the time she was first diagnosed. 

All of the proceeds from the pageant 
were contributed to cancer research. @ 


served as an officer of the Fort Mill 
Chapter. Mr. White, a former long-time 
member of the York County Council, 
serves as a member of the board of 
directors of the Foundation for Fort 
Mill Schools. 

Pinckney Purcell of Atlanta, 
Georgia, another Fort Mill FFA 
alumnus, joined in praising Mr. 
McCallum for his superb ability 
to teach and inspire students. Mr. 
Purcell originated the idea for 
the scholarship in 1993 to honor Mr. 
and Mrs. McCallum. Two scholarships 
of substantial value are awarded to 
deserving students annually. 

Mr. McCallum is a graduate of Berry 
College and the University of South 
Carolina. He also did additional graduate 
studies at Clemson University. @- 


Murray White 
(left), H. M. 
McCallum and 
Pinckney Purcell 
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Pelion FEA Chapter 
Selected for 
Textbook Photos 


i Carolina Forest FFA member Kaylee 
i 

i Brown-Cline was named State 
i 

i 


Pelion High School FFA members and 
} Advisor Frank R. Stover, Jr. have been 
ls selected by the Pearson-Prentice-Hall 
Publishing Company to serve as models 
for a series of photos depicting activity in 
the agri-science classroom, experiencing 
the agricultural engineering laboratory 
and operating a greenhouse. 

Dr. Jasper Lee, an author and 


Champion Individual in the South 
Carolina High School Class 
AAA Girls Golf for 2006. 
She received her first set of 
golf clubs when she turned 
11 years of age and hasn't 
looked back. 
A member of the 


. . Caroli Forest Hig choo 
consultant with Pearson-Prentice-Hall who a ce eeZeae i eiiechiool 
J, : , 7 ; i ‘Team for five 
visited Pelion, said some of the photos will Girls |Golf Tez Hie 
r - - years, Kaylee played in he 
be used in a new Agricultural Education peal’ Rae pieeuin het 
. - s e Tou nt as 
textbook edited for high school students. Hr Bs Bop ram Ses 
: ; ane praderstide 
Dr. Lee was welcomed to Pelion High an eighth'grade student. 
as ‘aylee’s goals for 200 
School by Principal Jean Haggard and FFA Kaylee Set Taha 
mavisorStover:a- included working harder 
and winning the state title. 
“After placing second in the regional, 
I approached the State Tournament 
with a nonchalant attitude but played 
hard and smart,” she said. As the 
tournament ended, Kaylee was tied for 
first place and ended up in a play-off 
round with two other girls. On the 
second hole, she set the playing board 
with well struck shots and won the 
State Tournament. 
Pelion FFA members Sanford Brown (left), 
Dallas Wise, Brooke Rutkowski with 
Dr, Jasper Lee and FFA members Brooke 
; Whitaker and Savanna Williams. 


The Branchville High School 

FFA Chapter is a recipient of an 
Environmental Grant for 2007 from 
the Palmetto Pride organization 

Representing the Branchville 

FFA Chapter at a luncheon meeting in 
Columbia were FFA officers Benjamin 
Kinsey, John Ott, Shannon Waltz and 
Katy Thompson along with advisor 


Branchville FFA members Katy Thompson (left), 
Shannon Waltz, Benjamin Kinsey and fohn Ott 
with State Senator David Thomas (standing at 
left) and Branchville FFA Advisor Pat Black, 


The FFA caught Kaylee’s attention \ 
as a ninth grader. She competed in the 
Pee Dee Regional FFA Creed Speaking 


Career Development Event 
and was named Runner- 


up in the State Finals at 
Clemson University. After 
being elected president fe 
of her chapter, she 

attended the National FFA <a 
Leadership Conference 

in Washington, D.C. She 

has also served as chair 


of the Carolina Forest FFA 


Golf Tournament which is 


designed to raise funds for ek 
scholarships and program “ 
operation. : 


Kaylee’s accomplishments as 
the state champion golfer and superb - 
FFA leader are most notable, but her 
academic achievements are equally as 


impressive. She maintains a 4.2 Grade 


Point Average while finding time to 
write for the school news paper. 


She is the daughter of Wyman and 7 
D'Ann Ladd. Her FFA advisor is Harry Ay 
DuBose, Horticultural Education Teacher > 
at Carolina Forest High School. @& 4 


Pat Black, Agricultural Science 
Instructor. 

The Palmetto Pride Challenge 
for the Environment Grant Program 
is designed to educate students and 
members of their community about the 
importance of keeping the landscape 
clean and beautiful. Grant recipients 
must develop and implement programs 
on anti-litter awareness. 

State Senator David Thomas 
of Greenville serves as chairman of 
the Palmetto Pride organization and 
Rick Cothran, an FFA Alumnus from 
Greenville, is the executive director. & 


Bruner Presented Top State FFA Award 


Mrs. Sara F. Bruner of Batesburg-Leesville, 


publisher and editor of the TWIN-CITY 
NEWS, was presented the Honorary 
State FFA Degree at a special ceremony 
at Batesburg-Leesville High School on 
Thursday, March 15, 2007, hosted by the 
Batesburg-Leesville FFA Chapter. 
Amanda Hiott, State FFA President 
of Williston, SC, and Clemson University, 
said Mrs. Bruner was selected for this 
prestigious honor because of her superb 
leadership in promoting the FFA and 


= Simons Awarded Scholarship 


/4 Darla Simons, a senior at Clemson University majoring 
in Agricultural Education, has been named recipient of 
a $1,500 scholarship from Clemson University. Funds 
were provided by the South Carolina Rural Rehabilitation 


Corporation. 


A graduate of Strom Thurmond High School and 
former president of the Thurmond Technology Center FFA 
Chapter, Darla is the daughter of Ronald and Becky Simons 
of North Augusta, SC. Darla will enter Graduate School at 


Agricultural Education through the TWIN- 
CITY NEWS. 

Other participants in the ceremony 
included Libby Hrlic, FFA advisor at 
Batesburg-Leesville High School; Holly 
Caughman. president; Ariel Fox, secretary; 
John W. Parris with the SC FFA Association; 
and Keith Cox, state FFA executive 
secretary. @ 


Mrs. Sara FE Bruner (center) with Amanda 


Hiott (left) and Holly Caughman. 


Darla Simons 


» Clemson University in the fall of 2007 to earn a MS degree in 


Agricultural Education. 


Scholarship 


District 55 High School. 


and Laurens High Schools, 


Kyle Balcombe, a 2006 graduate of Laurens District 55 
High School and member of the Laurens FFA Chapter, was 
presented the Jack PR Corn Memorial Scholarship for 2007 
by Mrs. Jane C. Corn, wife of the late Mr. Corn. 

A Horticulture Technology major at Spartanburg 
Community College, Kyle is the son of Michael and Cindy 
Balcombe of Fountain Inn, SC. His FFA advisor is Melanie 
Birchmore, Agricultural Education Instructor at Laurens 


The agricultural scholarship is named in memory of 
Mr. Corn who retired as assistant principal of Laurens 
District 55 School where he had previously served as 
director of vocational education. A 1949 graduate of 
Clemson University, Mr. Corn began his professional career 
as an agricultural educator and taught at Pacolet, Carolina 


Her FFA advisors in high school were Hugh Bland and Dan Henderson, 
Agricultural Education Instructors at the Thurmond Technology Center. @ 


Kyle Balcombe, Mrs. Jane C. Corn and 
Laurens FFA Advisor Melanie Birchmore. 


Brooks Receives 
National Award 


Jeremy Brooks, 
Agricultural Education 
Teacher at Midland 
Valley High School, 
Graniteville, SC, was 
named recipient of the 
National Teacher Turn 
the Key Award by the 
National Association of 
Agricultural Educators 
at a national conference 
in Atlanta, Ga., in 
December 2006. 
Sponsored by Dodge Division 
and DaimlerChrysler Corporation, the 
awards program is a special project 
of the National FFA Foundation and 
includes a scholarship to defray the 
recipient's expenses to attend the National 
Conference of Agricultural Educators. 


Jeremy Brooks 
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Young Farmer in South Carolina 


of row crops and livestock. The 
total farming operation exceeds 
5500 acres. 

The award is sponsored by 
the Farm Credit Associations 
in South Carolina in concert 
with the SC Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Association.. Don Boice, 
an official with ArborOne Farm Credit, 
presented the award to Les in Myrtle 
Beach in January. 

Bert Beasley, Agricultural Education 
Instructor at Lamar High School and 


Les Galloway of Darlington, SC, has been 
the Outstanding Young Farmer in South 
~ Carolina for 2007 by the State Young 
Farmer and Agribusiness Association. 
Galloway began his farming career in 
1998 when he rented 200 acres of land. 
Today, he owns and operates more than 
1000 acres and is in partnership with 
his brother, Ryan, in a 150-acre tobacco 
operation. 
In 2004, Les and Ryan entered into 
a one-third each partnership with their 
father, Ray, for an additional 4500 acres 
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Nicholson Named 
Recipient of State 
Agribusiness 
Award 


Ryan Nicholson of Pageland, SC, was 
named recipient of the Outstanding 
Agribusiness Award for 2007 by the 
SC Young Farmer and Agribusiness 
Association. 

A member of the Central Young 
Farmer-Agribusiness Chapter, Ryan 
and his brother, Jason, are partners in 
Nicholson Farms and operate a wholesale 
division at the Pageland Farmers Market 
and a retail store in Monroe, NC, where 
they market vegetables, fruit, baled pine 
straw and mulch. 


Smith is 
President of SC 
Young Farmer- 
Agribusiness 
Association 


Roger Smith of Jefferson, 
SC, a member of the 
Central Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Chapter, is 
president of the SC Young 
Farmer and Agribusiness 
Association. 

A retired Agricultural 
Educator, Smith is a full 
time farmer producing 
cattle, hay and vegetable 
crops. In addition, he serves as a member 
of the Chesterfield County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors, the Lynches River 
Electric Cooperative Round-Up Board 
of Directors and a member of the SC 
Cattlemen's Association. 

A graduate of Clemson University 
with a BS Degree in Agricultural 
Education, Mr. Smith is married to Janet L. 
Smith and they have two grown children 
and two grandchildren. 


Roger Smith 
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Jeff Sandifer of Barnwell, SC, is 
president-elect of the SC Young Farmer 
and Agribusiness Association. 
mi A fourth generation farmer, Jeff 
is co-owner and manager of Steve 
' Sandifer and Son Farms in Barnwell 
_ County. He is a graduate of Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College and 
_ Clemson University with a BS Degree in 
Agricultural Mechanization with a Minor 
~ in Agricultural Economics. 
Rog successful row crop farmer, Jeff 
_ has been named state champion in 
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Panary. February, March 20% 


Les Galloway (left) ts congratulated by Don 
Boice and Bert Beasley. 


Darlington County Institute of Technology, 
is advisor to the Darlington County Young 
Farmer and Agribusiness Chapter. # 


Ryan Nicholson (left) with Tim Maye 


Sandifer is President-elect of SC Young 
Farmer-Agribusiness Association 
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The presentation was made by 
Edsel Williams, Treasurer of the SC 
Young Farmer-Agribusiness Association, 
on behalf of the Pee Dee Savings Bank 
of Marion who sponsors the award. Tim 
Maye, Agricultural Education Instructor 
at Central High School, is the local Young 
Farmer-Agribusiness chapter advisor. 


cotton, soybean and 
peanut production in 
recent years by the 
SC Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Association. 

Jeff and his wife, Pik ~<S} 
Mindy, who is the Gn Ds, sea 
Agricultural Education 
Instructor at the Barnwell /&/ Sandifer 
County Career Center, 
have one son, Weston Rhett. 2 


The Central Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Chapter sponsored a meeting 
on farmland protection in January which 
resulted in a standing-room-only crowd 
of farmers, agricultural officials and 

FFA members. This was one of a number 
of outstanding educational programs 
sponsored by the local chapter. 

Gerry Cohn, Southeastern 
Representative of the American 
Farmland Trust, Graham, NC, and Jennie 
Williamson, Director of the Pee Dee 


‘) ‘The Orangeburg County Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Chapter sponsored a Forestry 
Workshop for Minority and Small Farmers 
March 19-20, 2007. 

James Ulmer, Agricultural Education 

wf) Instructor at Lake Marion High School, 
and Chapter President Antron Williams 

collaborated with Wilfred Pace with the 


USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) in Columbia, SC, and 
Dr. Rory Fraser with Alabama A &M 


Central Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Chapter Holds 
Farmland Protection Meeting 


Land Trust, Darlington, 
presented a number of 
interesting opportunities 
for farmers to protect 
their land from development while 
keeping it in the family and in production 
agriculture for years to come. 

Bobby Sullivan is president of the 
Central Young Farmer and Agribusiness 
Chapter. Tim Maye, Agricultural Education 
Instructor at Central High School, is the 
advisor to the chapter. 


Orangeburg County Young Farmer 
and Agribusiness Chapter Sponsors 
4 Forestry Workshop 


University, to plan a Forestry Technology 
Workshop for minority landowners and 
small farmers. 

In addition to the USDA NRCS, the 
SC State University 1890 Research and 
Extension Program, NC A & T State 
University, Tennessee State University, 
Penn Center, Inc., SC Forestry Commission, 
USDA Rural Development, USDA Farm 
Service Agency, Clemson University, 
Rural Advancement Fund, John Brown 


Bobby Sullivan (left), Jennie Williamson, 
Gerry Cohn, Tim Maye and Roger Smith. 


Central FFA members provided 
American flags to everyone in attendance 
to use in a “Salute To America” ceremony 
at the conclusion of the meeting. 


CPA, Federation 
of Southern 
Cooperatives Land 
Assistance Fund and Minority Landowner 
Magazine joined together to make the 


Antron Williams (left) 
and James Ulmer 


event a great success. 
Landowners from Orangeburg, 
Clarendon, Richland, Jasper, Dorchester 
and Beaufort counties attended the 
two-day event which included classroom 
instruction and on-farm visits. 

A number of local government 
officials attended including 
Orangeburg County Council 

| Chairman Harry Wimberly; 

Johnny Ravenel, a member of 

} the Orangeburg County Council; 

| Santee Mayor Silas Seabrooks and 

1 Orangeburg County Probate Judge 
Pandora Jones-Glover. = 
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r Not Everyone 
- is Suited for a 


Desk Job. 


os New Wildlife Management Program eS 
ot INS 
| The Wildlife Management curriculum is BA 
designed to prepare students for entry i 
into ‘the field of developing, conserving a 


and managing wildlife resources. Students 
will’ gain» an Understanding ‘of! the 
principlés and deye eSupete ceyn) the 
production, Utilizationlana conservationlof, 
wildlife’ resources® Students) will also learn 
to CommuUnicatetand"dealleffectively with 


the! public Gradttates should’ qualify as ie 
WiIGlifew management technicians with — 6 
"State and federal agencies and private Wig 
‘enterprises involved in natural resource i>s 
management. . w 3 
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The Golf & Sports Turf Management 
Program has been enhanced. 


HGT€ offers the only two-year Golf and 
Sports Turf Management program in South 
Carolina, and has been ranked as one of 
the top three two-year Golf Course 
Management schools in the U!S.! Gourse 
study includes hands-on instruction at 
Quail Creek Golf Club, adjacent to the 


Spiraea Sat 


y sy aos Se : = Conway Campus. 
< HORRY-GEORGETOWN ” 
‘ "TECHNICAL COLLEGE” (g43) 349-5277 | www.hgtc.edu 
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Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences 


Offering Careers for Life! 


Agriculture Undeclared 

Agricultural Economics 
Agricultural Education 

Ag Mech & Business 

Animal & Veterinary Sciences 
Biochemistry 

Biological Sciences (BA & BS) 
Biosystems Engineering 

Community & Economic Development 
Environmental & Natural Resources 
Food Science & Human Nutrition 
Forest Resource Management 
Genetics 

Horticulture 

Microbiology 

Packaging Science 

Pre-Pharmacy 

Pre-Professional Health Studies 
Pre-Rehabilitation Sciences 
Turfgrass 


Wildlife & Fisheries Biology 


888-472-LIFE 


www.clemson.edu/cafls 


For more information, contact: 
Katie Hulse 

101 Barre Hall 

Clemson, SC 29634-0303 


hulse@clemson.edu 


| “l : - Some just erow Up 
~ loving the land. 


No one understands the challenges and dreams of America’s future FARM ( REDIT 


farmers better than Farm Credit. And no one is more motivated to help 
make those dreams come true. We've been financing rural America for Loans for Agriculture and a whole lot more. 


90 years and we'll be here when it's their time. 
1-800-673-3999 


Whether it’s land, barns, equipment, vehicles, or even buying a home, www.apfirst.com 
we know where to begin. Call us; we're the experts. 


Over 130;500 families across the stare take SOUTH CAROLINA 
advantage of the many benefits available to 

NG Fann Bureau member families. 

Gallus today for more‘information. FARM 


1-800-628-4571 BUREAU 


